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down stones on the highest point of the pass, to thank
the gods for the assistance thfey have vouchsafed them
in guiding them on their way to the summit. They may
have been set up originally as landmarks to point out
the road from afar, and afterward have become objects
of worship; or perhaps, as each passer-by contributed
his stone to such useful cairns, they have grown grad-
ually to their present size, which is frequently very con-
siderable.
On the south side of the mountain we met a small party
of lamas and Arndowa, returning home from Lh'asa. They
told us that they had been three months on the way, and
that, though there had been only about forty men in their
caravan, they had not been attacked nor had any accidents
befallen them. They were very apprehensive about travel-
ing through the Koko-nor, and much surprised at our good
luck in not having been plundered. They talked a great
deal about the war between the Lh'asa people and the
Ying-gi-li, as they called the British, and said that Tibet
was in a state of great excitement. The lamas had re-
cruited numbers of men from Ch'amdo in eastern Tibet,
and had sent them to the front, telling them that they
had nothing to fear from the British guns, for they them-
selves would be at hand [in a safe place], and would recite
incantations to render them invulnerable. In the first fight
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